Sixth Sunday of Easter
Cycle C
Focus: This week's readings focus on the person and ministry of the Holy Spirit guiding the Church. 
Opening Prayer: Ever-living God, help us to celebrate our joy in the resurrection of  the Lord and to express in our lives the love we celebrate. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
Readings: Acts15:1-2, 22-29, Rev 21: 10-14, 22-23, John 14: 23-29
Historical/Cultural Background and Commentary: I remember during my last weeks of college coming to a shocking revelation. I was studying for my final in Physiological Biochemistry and I got to the point of realizing that despite all of my years of work, I really understood the basic facts of science and that I knew less about my subject matter than I didn't know. 
	A few weeks earlier, I would have said that I was highly versed in my subject matter. Now, with graduation coming upon me I realized that there was a lot more to learn. I recall how the University made a big deal of telling us over and over again that we were going to have a Commencement not a Graduation. "You never stop learning" our professors would say "now you are responsible for your own continuing education". 
	I remember seeing Dr. Anderson, my academic advisor in the hallway and he asked me how I felt about finishing up my classes. I told him about my revelation and he just smiled and said "That's perfectly normal, you have a good foundation in the sciences and you've learned about how to acquire new information so your education will serve you well as you progress through your life. After all, commencement means to begin learning not to stop learning". 
	In a way the later weeks of the Easter season bring home the same message. We saw Jesus last week talk about going back to the Father and on Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter we will celebrate His Ascension. Now, Jesus wants us to know that we are not to be left alone while He  is in heaven performing His ministry. Jesus will send the Holy Spirit to "lead us into all truth". 
	In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles the Church finds itself in a new predicament. With the acceptance of gentile Christians into the Church a point of contention arose about how much of the "Mosaic Law" the new believers had to accept. Some of the prescriptions such as circumcision had been superseded by the Christian sacraments. In this case Baptism introduces a person into the community of believers. 
	Today we have clear teaching from St. Paul about this fact. Believers do not need to undergo a "bodily change" like circumcision to enter into faith they need to have a conversion of the heart. But, the early Church did not have these writings to base their doctrine on. Plus, the gentile Christians who would have not been circumcised would be wondering if they were actually Christians because they did not follow Jewish law. 
	The Apostles met together in a council and discussed the matter. They prayed for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. When they announce the result they say "It is our decision and that of the Holy Spirit that you should not be burdened beyond a few necessities". This settled the matter in respect to Church teaching. 

	In Revelation we see the Holy City, the New Jerusalem which has twelve gates on which are written the names of the Twelve Tribes of Israel and whose foundation is the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb. The point of this vision is to show that the Catholic Church is founded upon the ministry and teaching of the 12 Apostles. The Holy Spirit guided the Apostles and their successors (the Bishops in communion with the Pope) to understand the truth that Christ taught. 
	It's interesting to look back over 21 centuries of Church history and see how continuous the doctrine of the Church is and how all of the "seeds" of our present beliefs are present in the Bible and Apostolic teachings. Cardinal John Henry Newman shows masterfully (An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine) how the doctrines that the 19th century Church taught and caused controversy among Protestants and Catholics could indeed be traced back to the early Church. An Anglican, Newman stated "To be deep in history is to cease to be Protestant" and he promptly became a Catholic priest and eventually a Cardinal. He is to be beatified this year when the Holy Father travels to the UK.  
	In the Gospel reading Jesus promises that He will send the Holy Spirit to teach the Apostles what Jesus intended the Church to be like. He said that this should cause us to have great peace and confidence . "Let not your heart be troubled". The Holy Spirit is still guiding the Church today. 
Questions for Reflection: 
	1. What are some ways in which we are in need of divine guidance?
	2. Why do you think it is so easy for us to overlook the Holy Spirit when we think about God?
	3. How can understanding the Holy Spirit's role as teacher and guide help you to have confidence that the Church teaches the truth?
	4. What are some things that might tempt you to "let your heart be troubled" and how has God given you peace and reassurance?
Suggestions For Practice: I offer these suggestions from my own prayer life to help you grow closer to the Holy Spirit. You may do one, all, or none of the following this week. 
	1. Spend a specific amount of time (10-15 min) a day praying to the Holy Spirit for guidance.
	2. Say a prayer such as Veni Sanctus Spiritus (Come Holy Ghost) dedicated to the Holy Spirit during your prayer time. 
	3. Starting Ascension Thursday (May 13) pray the 9 day novena to the Holy Spirit ending on Pentecost. 
Closing Prayer: 

 
